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Fred Coope (1870-aft. 1939) was born in Pudsey, Yorkshire, England. He was a music teacher and
active in the theatre industry, appearing on stage as distant as New Zealand. He composed a few operettas.
Hw died in Gildersome, Yorkshire.

Serene, elate, young Horner sate
(He of the ready thumb)

Sate snugly in his corner,

The gormandizing Horner;

His greedy eye had fixed a pie,
He wondered if "twas plum.
And just to do away with doubt,
He from the pie pulled out,

To silence doubt pulled out,

A plum. Shocking!

O the naughty Johnny,

Greedy little sonnie,

Twas clear to his precocious mind,
Some virtue in that pie he’d find,
And so he kept on thumbing,

He, so to speak, kept plumbing
The deeps of that capacious pie,
Till ne’er a plum was left to try,
Then lifting up his voice on high,
Cried, “Here a pie-ous boy am 1.”

The date of Master Johnny’s birth
We have no means of knowing,

But ever since he came to earth,

His prestige has been growing.

Till, if in pie there’s sanctity,

The laddie must be hallowed,
Considering the quantity

Of pie-ous things he’s swallowed.

So here’s to Master Horner’s pie
[(Since pie it is the question).]

His principle to justify,

The risking his digestion.

Whate’er may come (unless we’re dumb)
We’ll sing thee sweet and bonnie!
Thy ready thumb, and luscious plum,
O diabetic Johnny!

Serene, elate, as erst he sate

(He of the ready thumb)

Sits snugly in his corner,

The gormandizing Horner;

His greedy eye still fixing pie,

He wonders if ’tis plum.

And just to do away with doubt,
He from the pie a plum pulls out,
To silence doubt a plum pulls out,
A plum. Awful.

Little Johnny Horner,

Nestled in a corner

Of countless hearts who love to dwell
On days when Master Johnny’s spell
Its influence first shed o’er them,

As, pictured there before them.
Himself would ply with Christmas pie,
Delighted as he raised the cry,

“Lo, here a pie-ous boy am I,

A good, good, good, good boy am I!”
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