Julian Gunkel

HERUVIMSKAYA PESN

Cherubikon for SATB chorus

In summer 2012 I discovered some beautiful choir music composed in Russia.
I was thrilled by the fascinating, mostly homophonic sound together with the smooth Russian language
and the stunning depth of the "basso profondo".

Inspired by the great masters of Russian choral music - Rachmaninoff, Tchaikovsky, Chesnokov, Bortniansky,
Archangelskij and whomever - I started to set the text of the "Cherubic Hymn" into music.

Although I've never been baptised, I have ever been intrigued by liturgical texts and thus I don't

hesitate to use them for my pieces, like in the '"Agnus Dei' or in the 'Lux Aeterna’,
which I am working on at the moment.

Husum, the 11th of March 2013



bestowed to my fair teacher Silke Konig, who brought me on a trip
to Russia and thus showed me the sheer beauty of the russian-orthodox cathedrals
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