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nasanO

sis.celexin

sis,cel

in exnasanOsis,celexinnasanO

innasan

sis.celex

Osis

celexinnasanO

exinnasan

sis.cel

Osis,celexin

nasanOsis,cel

exinsis,

sis.

celexinna

cel

san

Osis,celexinna
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Guillaume	le	Heurteur

Missa	Fors	seulement	5	Agnus	Dei

Original	clef	T2:	C4.

7

B

B

T2

T1

T1

A

A

S2

S1

S1











 

  



  

  

     



  

 

  





















































































di,muntacadi, pec

quii,

muntacapeclistol

DegnusA

tacapecdi,

i,DegnusAi,

muntacapeclistolqui

DegnusA

capeclistolquii,

DegnusA

capeclistolquii,

DegnusA

Agnus	2	only

Agnus	2	only





 



















25

19

13

B

B

B

T1

T1

T1

A

A

A

S1

S1

S1















  

   



  

 

  

  

 

   

  



   

  

   



 

  

 

  

 

  

  

     









































































mibis,no

reresemi

reresemibis,no

di:

munca tapecdi,muntacapec

nore resemibis,

norerese

re nose remibis,

mi

di:muntacapeclistolqiodi,mun

rese remibis,no

bis,

reresemi

norerese

midi:mundi,munta

bis,norere

rerese

semi

mibis,

bis,

norerese

no

mi

di:muntacapeclistolquidi,ta mun
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37

31

B

B

T2

T1

T1

T1

A

A

S2

S1

S1















 

  

 





 









   





  



    



































































gnusAi,DegnusAi,DegnusA

bis.norerese

Ai,DegnusA

DegnusAi,De

bis.noreresemidi:ta mun

gnusAi,DegnusA

capeclistolquii,DegnusA

bis.norese remibis,

gnusAi,DeA gnus

bis.noreresemibis,no

DegnusAi,DegnusA

i,DegnusA

bis.nobis,noreresemi

Optional,	for	liturgical	performance.
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49

43

B

B

T2

T2

T1

T1

A

A

S2

S2

S1

S1









 


  

   

  

      

   



     

  

      

    






























































tolqui

peclistolqui

di,muntaca

i.De

qui

di,muntacapeclistol

i,Degnus

muntacapeclistolquidi,mun

di,muntacapeclistolquii,

muntacapeclistolqui

i,DegnusAi,De

quidi,mun

tacapeclistolquii,

tacapeclistolqui

i,Degnusi, ADegnusA
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59

54

B

B

T2

T2

T1

T1

A

A

S2

S2

S1

S1














 

  

 

 





  



   

    

  



 

    





































































pabisnodo nacem,pa

di:ta muncalis pectol

no bisnado

quidi,muntacapeclis

nonadocem,pabisnona

nadodi:munta

docem,pabisno

capeclistolqio

nacem,pano dobisnado

di:muntacapecdi,mundi,

docem,pabisnonadocem,pa

bisnonadodi,

docem,panona 0bisdo

di:muntacapeclistol

cem,pabisnonadocem,pabisnona

dodi:muntecapecdi,mun

echt
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71

65

B

B

T2

T2

T1

T1

A

A

S2

S2

S1

S1















  

   



 

     

  

 

     

   

  

    

         

    

    































































pabisnonado

pabisnona

cem,

docem,

pabisnonado

cem,pabis

nonadocem,pabisnonadocem,

pabisnonadocem,pabisno

nonadocem,pacem,pabisnona

docem,pabisnona

cem,pabisnonado

cem,bis panona

nadocem,

pabisnonado
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82

76

B

B

T2

T2

T1

T1

A

A

S2

S2

S1

S1



 







       



  

       



   



   

 

        



     



    













































pacem,pabis

cem.

nodo nacem,

pabisno

cem.

do nacem,bis panodo nacem,

cem.pabis

cem.

pabisnonadocem,pacem,pabis

cem.

pabisnonadopa cem,bisnonado

cem.pacem,pabisno
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This mass by Guillaume le Heurteur is a parody mass on Antoine de Févin’s chanson Fors 
seulement. It was transcribed from Attaignant’s first book of masses for four voices from 
1534, which can be found here: 

https://imslp.org/wiki/Missarum,_Book_1_(Attaingnant,_Pierre)  

  

In Févin’s chanson there are no b♭’s indicated, and for most of the song you don’t actually 
need them. In Le Heurteur’s mass however you do need to add quite a lot, although this is of 
course debatable. In the four Attaignant partbooks there are in total three b♭’s indicated: two 
in the bass (Christe bar 42, Gloria bar 118) and one in soprano 2 (Agnus 3, bar 62). The bass 

b♭ in the Christe is unnecessary, as it is reached by an upward leap from an f, so no singer 

would have sung a b-natural. So what to make of this? Sing b-naturals until the flat occurs in 

the Christe in bar 42 in the bass, and b♭’s after that? In bars 11-12 in the bass and 15 in the 

alto this is still sort of acceptable, although the alto’s b-natural in bar 15 sounds obtrusive to 

me, and the cadence im bar 20-21 begs for a b♭ in the bass. On the other hand, not flattening 

the b in the bass in bars 11-12 avoids a false relation with the soprano. But then, in the 

Christe, in bars 27-30, b-naturals in alto and bass sound awful… So, to sum up: I added quite 

a lot of editorial b♭’s in alto and bass, for melodic reasons as a ‘fa super la’, or for harmonic 
reasons when sounding simultaneously with an f in another part. Soprano and tenor are much 

less affected, as they hardly ever have the b as melodic top note. 

I did make an exception in the Credo at “Et in Spiritum Sanctum” and “et vivificantem”: b-

naturals in alto and bass suited the upbeat atmosphere better, I thought, although I wonder if 

that may have been a valid argument for singers back then. Theoretically more relevant may 

be the fact that the e plays a more prominent role in the melodic outline there.  

 

Text underlay in the source is imprecise; only occasionally I found it helpful. Showing the 

difference between original text underlay and my actual choices would have made quite a 

mess with parenthesis and italics, so I decided not to. 

 

The music is quite busy; there are hardly any homophonic passages, even in the Credo and 

Gloria. Many cadences are camouflaged by ongoing counterpoint in other voices, which is 

why I generally saved leading notes for the moments when all parts worked together. 

 

For the final Agnus Dei Le Heurteur added two voices, thus producing an impressive ending 

to this very fine mass. 

 

Bert Schreuder 

https://imslp.org/wiki/Missarum,_Book_1_(Attaingnant,_Pierre
https://hoetypjeeen.nl/tag/%e2%99%ad/
https://hoetypjeeen.nl/tag/%e2%99%ad/
https://hoetypjeeen.nl/tag/%e2%99%ad/
https://hoetypjeeen.nl/tag/%e2%99%ad/
https://hoetypjeeen.nl/tag/%e2%99%ad/
https://hoetypjeeen.nl/tag/%e2%99%ad/

