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Beyond	the	normal	chain	of	events
The	Virgin	Mother
Gives	birth	to	a	man	who	is	God.
No	man	touches	the	Virgin
Nor	does	the	father	know
The	origin	of	his	offspring.

The	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit
Achieves	from	Heaven
This	miracle.
Who	examines	deeply
The	ins	and	outs
Of	your	giving	birth?

It	is	the	providence	of	God
Which	arranges	all	things
So	delightfully.
Transform	your	bearing	of	children
Into	transcendent	mysteries.
Hail,	Mother!

(Translation	courtesy	of	Simon	Preece)

Praeter	rerum	seriem
Parit	Deum	hominem
Virgo	mater.
Nec	vir	tangit	virginem,
Nec	prolis	originem
Novit	pater.

Virtus	sancti	spiritus
Opus	illud	caelitus
Operatur.
Initus	et	exitus
Partus	tui	penitus
Quis	scrutatur?

Dei	providentia
Quae	disponit	omnia
Tam	suave.
Tua	puerperia
Transfer	in	mysteria,
Mater	ave.	

Pre-Tridentine	Reform	sequence
for	the	 rst	Mass	of	Christmas	“in	nocte”.
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Praeter	rerum	seriem
	(Capp.	Sist.	16,	no.	13	/	Claudius	Gellandi,	Rome,	c.	1512–c.	1517)
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