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The Evening Canticles
Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis

from the Service in E minor by
Pelham Humfrey

Pelham Humfrey lived from 1647 until 1674. He was one of the first set of boys
to be recruited to the choir of the Chapel Royal following the Restoration of the
Monarchy in 1660. He was a prolific composer of church music, producing
many verse anthems and a complete set of music for each of the canticles,
Morning & Evening Prayer and the Holy Communion, as defined by the 1662
Book of Common Prayer.

Despatched to the French court in 1665 to learn his trade he returned in 1667
full of his new discoveries. Samuel Pepys noted in his diary a meeting with him
on November 15" 1667:

“Home, and there I find, as I expected, Mr Caesar and little
Pelham Humfreys, lately returned from France, and is an
absolute Monsieur, as full of form, and confidence, and vanity,
and disparages everybody’s skill but his own...”

known for his precocious talent, Humfreys certainly seems to have made an
impression...

His music, together with that of his contemporaries, Blow & Purcell may be
described as in the style of the English baroque. The resources at his disposal
are likely to have been the choristers, boys & men, of the Chapel Royal, its
various pipe organs, harpsichords and the King’s new innovation — his band of
24 violins. Contemporary sources suggest that it was rare for more than a dozen
fiddles to be present at any one time and that for the most part they played in
four voices, three to a part with a Bass doubled at 16° pitch. Much of the time it
is likely that only four were present, one to each voice.

This edition is an attempt to realise the Evening Canticles from the Service in E
minor. Historical pitch is notoriously difficult to fix and the editor has followed
the example of Musica Britannica' in raising the indicated pitch by a tone to suit
the majority of voices. A full score is available as are vocal parts with organ
continuo and instrumental parts. The principal editorial source has been the
autograph held at Cambridge in the Fitzwilliam Museum, MS 152.

This edition was prepared for Cantores Ecclesiae for Festival Evensong for the
Feast of St John the Baptist at the church of St John, Devizes.

J D Riding
6" April A.D. MMII

' Vol. 35 ed. P Dennison pl110ff.
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This realisation reconstructs the Evening Canticles of the Humfrey Service in E minor, as they might have

been sung in the Chapel Royal in about 1670 to the accompaniment of a chamber organ continuo and

His Majesty's 24 Violins.
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Nunc Dimittis
from the Service in E Minor
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