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 Loudly the note of the trumpet is sounding;
Proudly the war cries arise on the gale;
Fleetly the steed by Lough Swilly is bounding,
To join the thick squadrons on Saimear’s green vale.
On, ev’ry mountaineer,
Strangers to flight or fear,
Rush to the standard of dauntless Red Hugh.
Bonnaught and Gallowglass,
Throng from each mountain pass.
On for old Erin, “O’Donnell Aboo!”

Princely O’Neill to our aid is advancing
With many a chieftain and warrior clan.
A thousand proud steeds in his vanguard are prancing
‘Neath the borderers brave from the Banks of the Bann:
Many a heart shall quail
Under its coat of mail;
Deeply the merciless foeman shall rue.
When on his ears shall ring,
Borne on the breeze’s wing,
Tír Chonaill’s dread war-cry, “O’Donnell Aboo!”

Wildly o’er Desmond the war-wolf is howling;
Fearless the eagle sweeps over the plain;
The fox in the streets of the city is prowling--
All who would scare them are banished or slain!
Grasp ev’ry stalwart hand
Hackbut and battle brand--
Pay them all back the deep debt so long due;
Norris and Clifford well
Can of Tirconnell tell;
Onward to glory--”O’Donnell aboo!”

Sacred the cause that Clan Connell’s defending--
The altars we kneel at and homes of our sires;
Ruthless the ruin the foe is extending--
Midnight is red with the plunderer’s fires.
On with O’Donnell then,
Fight the old fight again,
Sons of Tirconnell,
All valiant and true:
Make the false Saxon feel
Erin’s avenging steel!
Strike for your country! “O’Donnell Aboo!”

Michael Joseph McCann (1820/24-1883)

“Abú” (To victory) was the Gaelic war cry 
which followed a commander’s name. Red 
Hugh  O’Donnell  ruled  Tyrconnell  in  the  
late  sixteenth  century,  first  with  the  
approval  of  the  Crown  authorities  in  
Dublin  and  later  in  rebellion  against  them  
during  Tyrone’s  Rebellion.  The  war  cray  
was to assemble the O’Donnell clan on the 
banks  of  the  River  Erne.  O’Donnell  hired  
the  Irish  and  Scots  mercenaries  of  
Bonnaught  and  Gallowglass  to  guard  the  
mountain  passes.  They  join  the  other  
O’Donnell  forces,  who  wait  the  arrival  of  
Hugh  O’Neill,  Earl  of  Tyrone,  and  the  
Borderers who protect his lands.

William Rhys-Herbert (1868–1921) was born in Ffwrnas, South Wales. As a youth, he showed much 
musical talent and, saving his money, he bought a harmonium. He became the first organist at Jerusalem 
Chapel and studied with T. J. Davies of Swansea. He graduated from the London College of Music and 
went  to  Canada  where  he  studied  at  Trinity  University,  Toronto.  He  emigrated  to  the  U.S.  and  was  
appointed  organist  at  Hennepin  Avenue  Methodist  Church  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  and  then  was  
organist and choir director at the Church of the Redeemer, Minneapolis. He directed the Elks Glee Club 
and  was  principal  accompanist  to  the  Apollo  Club.  He  composed  numerous  operettas  for  school  
performance, cantatas, songs, and part-songs. He also wrote choral music and piano sheet music under 
the pseudonym “W. H. Rees.” He died in Chicago after a brief illness at age 53.
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