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Translation 
 

O faithful cross, 
above all other, 

the one noble tree. 
None in foliage, nor in blossom, 

nor in fruit offers more: 
sweetest wood and sweetest iron, 
sweetest weight is hung on thee! 

Translation by Nathan Costa 
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Crux Fidelis is part of a larger work by Saint Venantius Honorius Clementianus Fortunatus (c530-c609) 
entitled Pange Lingua (Sing, my Tongue).  He wrote it for a procession that brought a part of the true Cross 
to Queen Radegunda in 570.  This hymn is used on Good Friday during the Adoration of the Cross and in 
the Liturgy of the Hours during Holy Week and on feasts of the Cross. (from CPDL.org)

This setting by Andrea Gabrieli was likely performend in San Marco on 14 September (Feast of the Exaltation of 
the Holy Cross).  At San Marco, this was celebrated without instruments or the need for a double choir, so a 
simple SATB performance would be appropriate. 
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