Pentecost, the Jewish Shavuot, began as a harvest festival, celebrated fifty days after "you first put
the sickle to the standing grain." In time it became the fiftieth day after the first day of Passover,
a day of thanksgiving for the Torah. For the Christians, it became the fiftieth day after Easter.

The account in Acts does not say they are gathered "for fear of the Jews."

Acts 2:1-2
Dum compleréntur dies Pentecdstes, When the day of Pentecost had come,
érant dSmnes pdriter dicéntes. they were all together talking.
Alleldia: Alleluia:
et subito and suddenly
factus est sénus de coélo. there was a sound from heaven.
Alleliia. Alleluia.
Tamquam spiritus veheméntis, Just like a mighty wind,
et replévit tétam démum. and it filled the whole house.
Alleldia. Alleluia.
Dum érgo éssent For while the disciples were
in dnum discipuli congregati gathered in one place,
prépter métum JudaeSrum for fear of the Jews,
sénus repénte de coélo a sound from heaven unexpectedly
vénit siper éos. came over them.
Tamquam spiritus veheméntis, Just like a mighty wind,
et replévit tétam démum. and it filled the whole house.
Alleliia. , Alleluia.

Dum complerentur

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina
(Italian; c.1525-1594)

When the day of Pentecost had come,
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From Liber primus motettorum, 5-7vv (Rome, 1569). Our source: Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina:
Le opere complete, ed. R. Casimiri et al, Rome, 1939-87. Notation here is a tone lower than
original, probably with time values halved. Translation, text underlay and musica ficta by
John Hetland and the Renaissance Street Singers. 7 Aug 2012
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Alleluia.
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from heaven came over them.
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Alterations: To facilitate SATB performance, we have given two alto notes to Ti:

Al in bar 19, A2 in bar 49.




