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Editorial commentary
Source: Baldwin partbooks - GB-Och 979-983

Originally notated a tone lower in the following clefs: G, C, C, C, [missing], F;,
Cue-sized and cautionary accidentals are editorial.
As many original accidentals as seem tenable have been incorporated.

The missing Tenor part has been supplied by the editor from the Sarum antiphonal of 1519 and reconstructed
in the 1st and 2nd verses. Some scholars have argued for rendition 4 3 of the low-voice verses; the counterpoint
is certainly not lacking. Nevertheless, a four-part ensemble of Ct. Ct. T. B. was common in Tudor music of this
period.

Still more emminent commentators advise us to believe our ears and not our eyes when we encounter
John Sheppard’s language, but the counterpoint in bars 218-219 & 235-236 does not pass muster. Solutions have
been offered.

The chant is presented in the order given in the Sarum antiphonal (identical to the psalter). Elsewhere in the
antiphonal the canticles take precedence over the antiphons and other chants, leading to the misunderstanding
that the Nunc dimittis should be sung after ‘... ne tradas nos.” Furthermore, the canticle takes its simple form.

Tranlsation:

In the midst of life we are in death: of whom may we seek ssuccour,
but of thee, O Lord, who for our sins art justly displeased?

Yet, O Lord God most holy, O Lord most mighty, O holy and most merciful Saviour,
deliver us not into the bitter pains of eternal death.

V. Cast us not out in our late days when our strength faileth, neither forsake us, O Lord,
O God most holy.

V. Shut not they merciful ears to our prayer, O Lord most mighty.

V. Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts; pardon our sins.
O holy and most merciful Saviour, deliver us not into the bitter pains of eternal death.

Simon Biazeck
Rochester, U.K.
October 2020
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