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Receive, I beseech, O Lord, the voice of one who confesses.

I do not defend my misdeeds: I have sinned. O God, have mercy on me.
By thy grace blot out my sins.

For if thou shalt remember iniquities, who could endure it?

For who is so righteous that he dare say that he is without sin?

For none is pure in thy sight.

Source: Thomas Tallis and William Byrd: Cantiones, quee ab argumento sacree vocantur... (London, 1575), nos. 27-28.

Text: St. Isidore of Seville (¢.560 - 636)

VI1.74: underlay crowded
II1.124-5: underlay crowded
II1.149.2: semiminim, corrected by cancel slip in some copies

The use of text-repeat marks in the source sometimes appears to indicate the repeat of an entire phrase (1.34-38),

sometimes only of the preceding word (VI.24-5) and sometimes leaves the composer’s intentions doubtful (V.56-59).

The very sparse punctuation of the source has been regularised between the parts and editorially supplemented where necessary.

No attempt has been made to regularise the setting of final syllables, which are presented as in the source.
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