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†  From ‘Missa II’ [Graduale Romanum, Solesmes, 1961] (https://gregobase.selapa.net/chant.php?id=862).
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Pierre de Manchicourt, a contemporary of Nicolas Gombert and Jacobus Clemens non Papa, was active in both Burgundy and Spain during the

reigns of Charles V and Phillip II, culminating in his appointment by the latter as maestro de capilla flamenca in Madrid in 1559. The fact that

Attaingnant, publisher of the French Royal Court, devoted his fourteenth and final volume of motets in 1539 entirely to Manchicourt's work (an

honour emulated by Flemish publishers Susato and Phalèse in 1545 and 1554 respectively) bears testament to the composer's reputation in his day.

Manchicourt's highly polyphonic style of composition lost favour around the time of his death, as the liturgical reforms of the Council of Trent took

hold — marking the transition from the High Renaissance to the less florid Late-Renaissance style of Victoria and Palestrina.

This mass setting, based on an Ascensiontide motet variously attributed to Manchicourt and ‘Maistre’ Gosse Junckers/Jonckers, survives solely in

a choirbook containing twelve of Manchicourt's mass settings, originally copied for the court of Mary of Hungary, Regent of the Netherlands.

Somewhat remarkably for a hand-copied manuscript of the period, there are no discernable musical errors in the folios of this mass setting.

Editorial Notes:

This edition is set a tone lower than the original. Editorial accidentals are indicated above the note: precautionary A naturals are provided where

singers might be tempted to flatten the sixth degree of the Dorian scale contrary to the composer's intent (there being strong evidence to indicate

that composers of this period did not seek to universally avoid harmonic tritones, nor melodic tritones separated by a passing note). Word underlay

is guided by the source but freely adjusted. Re-iterated text implied by an ‘ĳ’ marking or incomplete phrase in the source is indicated in italic;

editorial re-iteration appears in .❳brackets❲ Bar lines are added only to aid reading and direction: ‘strong’ and ‘weak’ beats implied by their position

should never take precedence over phrasing or word stress. Ligatures and coloration in the source are acknowledged with overarching square

brackets and open ‘corner’ brackets respectively. Dashed ties are used to indicate re-joining of notes across line breaks in the original.

Original note values are retained: thus, consistent with 16th-century convention, the & mensuration sign and its modern-equivalent ' time

signature signify a semibreve tactus. The temporal relationship between duple and triple mensuration signs in music of this period is a source of

much research and debate, compounded by an evident lack of consistency in usage and intended meaning. The'3 sign at the commencement of the

Osanna section may be interpreted with reasonable confidence as indicating an exact 3:1 relationship to the preceding & section.
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