Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck

(1562 - 1621)

Hodie Christus natus est

S5.5.A.T.B.



Editorial notes

Originally notated a tone higher in the following clefs: G2, G2, C2, C3, C4, C3/C4.
Cue-sized accidentals and cautionary accidentals within the staves are editorial.

The Basso continuo part (merely a Basso sequente here) should not be considered obligatory unless the choir's pitch is unstable.
Its inclusion in the primary source simply reflects a publishing convention at this time, which saw vocal works in Prima Pratica
provided with a figured bass as a matter of course.

On the matter of tempo and proportional interpretation of the triple and duple sections, performers should consider adopting

early 17th c. Venetian practice: o. = J This necessitates a fast triple time at Hodie - perhaps uncustomarily so for modern performers -
but makes more sense of the Laetantur and Exsultant sections. It also allows a constant pulse to be maintained throughout and

a smooth transition from triple to duple time; vital for singers who read from single parts.

Translation:

Today Christ is born:

Today the Saviour appeared:

Today on Earth the Angels sing, Archangels rejoice:

Today the righteous rejoice, saying:

Glory to God in the highest. Alleluia.

(Magnificat antiphon for second Vespers of Christmas Day)

Simon Biazeck, January, 2015.




Hodie Christus natus est

(Cantiones Sacrae - Pierre Phalese, Antwerp, 1619)
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