
Robert White

Lamentations a 5

This edition has been transposed up one tone on account of the pitch change.

This gives parts for treble, mean alto tenor and bass.

The top notes of the treble voice are not used, probably because of the nature of the text,

and the C1 clef is used instead of the more normal G2.

The low notes of the mean voice are used so much that the part has been written in the C3 clef

instead of the more normal C2, but the overall compass is standard for this voice.

Tallis also used C3 for the mean in his Lamentations I, leading to the misconception that 

his work is for men's voices. The mean is an unbroken voice.

The alto part is for a high tenor. It may be desirable for modern choirs to mix altos and tenors on it.

The alto, tenor and bass parts have standard ranges.

White's fine setting of Deus Misereatur Nostri shares stylistic features with this work, 

such as false relations, imition on the same degree of the scale, pedal points and

contrasting voices in pairs, but these features appear to be more fully integrated in this work,

leading to the possibility that in White's terms this is a late work, as on stylistic grounds

are Tallis' Lamentations, and to specuation that both sets had Recusant communties in mind.

This may be another reason for avoiding the upper notes of the treble range.

The text is Lamentations of Jeremiah chapter 1 verses 8-13.

Texts such as this had a very contemporary resonance for Catholics. 

I gratefully acknowlege the use made of David Fraser's score on CPDL.
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