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This Magnificat by Gascongne is from a choirbook in the Thüringer Universitäts- und 

Landesbibliothek in Jena. The book is from the Alamire workshop, produced between 1515 and 

1525. It is available online at 

https://repository.teneo.libis.be/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE6669162& , this 

Magnificat starting at page 212-104V. 

The scoring of the piece varies from two to five voices, sometimes requiring some shifting of vocal 

forces. Once I indicated a voice crossing between alto and tenor, in order to avoid a bottom c in the 

alto. The cantus firmus part in the five-part “Sicut locutus est” is actually labelled ‘tenor’, but the 

ambitus is better suited for alto; it’s written in a C2-clef, as you can see above. 

Text underlay is mine. Most of the time I followed the source, but not always. Especially with 

points of imitation I sometimes preferred to have the same text for the same melody. Ligatures were 

mostly followed, but not always. In the tenor cantus firmus at “Sicut locutus est” (see above) it’s 

obvious that you have to distribute the syllables over the ligatures. At a few other instances I felt 

that the ligatures got in the way, as for instance here in the bass: 

 

Here the last five notes would have to be underlaid “pa-tres no-stro-os”, which I didn’t think was an 

improvement over “ad pa-tres no-stros”, so I ignored the ligature here. 

 

Bert Schreuder 

https://repository.teneo.libis.be/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE6669162&
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