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Bonny Boat

3. Wesley Martin
(1839-1920)



Samuel Wesley Martin (1839-1926) was born in Plainfield, Illinois, although some
suggest he was born in England. He was organist and choirmaster at St. Chrysostom’s
Episcopal Church, Chicago, Illinois, and was Director of the Musical Conservatory of
Wheaton College. He also taught music in the public schools in Clarinda, lowa. He wrote
hymns, sacred pieces, and secular songs. With W. H. Walter, he published “The Welcome
Hour, for Use in Singing Schools, Choirs, Social Circles, Musical Conventions, Glee
Clubs, Concerts, Etc.” His most well-known song is “The Gospel Bells are Ringing.”

Bonny boat, so smoothly flowing
O’er the lakelet’s silver tide,
While the water’s gentle music
On the air doth softly glide.

How we love t’enjoy thy pleasure,
As the evening’s twilight ray
Lingers softly on the summit

Of the hills so far away.

As we ply our oars so nimbly,

To the measure of our song;

Oh, how gently, yet so swiftly,
Dost thou glide, our boat, along,
Nor ’till twilight soft hath faded
From our vision in the West,

Do we leave thee, home returning
To our hallowed place of rest.

S. Wesley Martin
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Gently, slowly, smoothly
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TERMS OF USE
These editions are available as a service to the choral community, offering inexpensive access to public domain literature. Choir resources can purchase other
literature still under copyright, especially to support those creating and publishing new compositions and arrangements. These editions have been created
using public domain sources under U. S. copyright law. Out of respect to the research, time and effort invested:

please print and issue an edition in its entirety, retaining notices, attributions, and logos.

please do not consider this edition a source for creating another edition.

If performed, sending a copy of the concert program would be a valuable affirmation. If recorded, notification and attribution would be appropriate
professional courtesies and a copy of the recording would be greatly appreciated!

For a full description of these requests and more scores, visit:
www.shorchor.net
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