
Bonny Boat

S. Wesley Martin
(1839-1926)



Samuel  Wesley  Martin (1839-1926)  was  born  in  Plainfield,  Illinois,  although  some 
suggest  he  was  born  in  England.   He  was  organist  and  choirmaster  at  St.  Chrysostom’s 
Episcopal  Church,  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  was  Director  of  the  Musical  Conservatory  of 
Wheaton College.  He also taught music in the public schools in Clarinda, Iowa.  He wrote 
hymns, sacred pieces, and secular songs.  With W. H. Walter, he published “The Welcome 
Hour,  for  Use  in  Singing  Schools,  Choirs,  Social  Circles,  Musical  Conventions,  Glee 
Clubs, Concerts, Etc.”  His most well-known song is “The Gospel Bells are Ringing.”

Bonny boat, so smoothly flowing 
O’er the lakelet’s silver tide, 
While the water’s gentle music 
On the air doth softly glide. 
How we love t’enjoy thy pleasure, 
As the evening’s twilight ray 
Lingers softly on the summit 
Of the hills so far away. 

As we ply our oars so nimbly, 
To the measure of our song; 
Oh, how gently, yet so swiftly, 
Dost thou glide, our boat, along, 
Nor ’till twilight soft hath faded 
From our vision in the West, 
Do we leave thee, home returning 
To our hallowed place of rest.

S. Wesley Martin
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