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Carl Busch (1862-1943) was born in Bjerre, on 
Jutland,  Denmark.  He  learned  to  play  the  flute, 
violin,  and cello and earned a scholarship to the 
conservatory  in  Brussels.  He  went  to  Paris  and 
associated  with  Charles  Gounod,  Benjamin 
Godard,  and  Camille  Saint-Saëns.  After  a  brief 
time  back  in  Denmark,  he  moved  to  the  United 
States, settling in Kansas City, Missouri. He was 
active as teacher, conductor, and composer, often 
associated  with  the  Indianist  movement  in 
American  composition.  He  taught  at  the  Kansas 
City-Horner  Conservatory,  and  was  one  of  the 
first faculty members of the University of Kansas 
City. He was director of the Philharmonic Choral 
Society  and  the  Kansas  City  Symphony 
Orchestra. He died in Kansas City.

To-night I watch the fireflies rise 
    And shine along the air; 
They float beneath the starry skies, 
    As mystical and fair, 
Over the hedge where dimly glows 
The deep gold of the Persian rose. 

I watch the fireflies drift and float; 
    Each is a dreamy flame, 
Star-colored each, a starry mote, 
    Like stars not all the same; 
But whiter some, or faintly green, 
Or wannest blue was ever seen.

They cross and cross and disappear, 
    And then again they glow; 
Still drifting faintly there and here, 
    Still crossing to and fro, 
As though in all their wandering 
They wove a wide and shining thing. 

Agnes Mary Frances Robinson (1857-1944)
[AKA Agnes-Marie-François Darmesteter/Agnes Mary Frances Duclaux] 


