
Arr. M. Furtak

Down in the Valley to Pray
SATB, a cappella

Also known as "Down to the River to Pray," this traditional African American spiritual was first published as 
"The Good Old Way" in 1867, two years after the end of the Civil War, and is believed to originate from the Ten-
nessee, Arkansas, Mississippi area.  A variation of the tune was popularized by the movie 'O Brother, Where 
Art Thou?' 
The melody which begins at rehearsal mark C was whistled by Dick, last name unrecorded, a black pole-man 
on the steamboat Marion on the Ocklawaha River route in May of 1875, as transcribed in the book "Florida: Its
Scenery, Climate, and History."
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