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Simon Biazeck (b. 1966) is a Melbourne-born tenor whose musical interests encompass
early music to contemporary performance art and include a deep commitment to the
fields of Grand Opera, Lieder and English Song. He has given concerts at the Aldeburgh
Festival, the Royal Opera House, and the Wigmore Hall. Since moving to London in the
mid 1990’s, choral composition and the editing of Renaissance Polyphony have
flourished alongside his singing career. His research into musica ficta in the works of
Nicolas Gombert has given rise to regular performances of his editions by the London
Oratory Senior Choir. The London Oratory School Schola have commissioned him, and
his works have been performed by The Tudor Choristers, The Canterbury Fellowship
(Melbourne), St John’s, Hampstead, St Bride’s, Fleet Street and the London Oratory
Senior Choir.

‘In writing Missa Mundi for Douai Abbey I have drawn inspiration from Gregorian chant
and Renaissance polyphony as the traditional vocal music of the Catholic Church, and
the particular quality of light in the Abbey Church itself. Each movement has its own
character in which the influence of ancient European sacred music is by turns more or
less to the fore. As light seems to transform aspects of the stonework in the Abbey
throughout the day, and season after season, so too the counterpoint will at times ring
with echoes of the past, whilst at others it may seem as if read through the Abbey’s
contemporary stained glass.’

Performance notes:

A choir of any size may sing Missa Mundi, and the passages marked solo in the choral
sections are optional. The distribution of the chant passages reflects liturgical use at
Douai Abbey where a cantor leads the choir and congregation, but they may just as
effectively be sung in the same way from within the choir. Ideally they should be
unaccompanied.

Ornaments printed in small notes are optional but should not be taken as cues for other
opportunities!

The Agnus Dei is in part modelled on, and pays homage to, Josquin Desprez in his
Agnus Dei from the Missa ‘L’homme armée’ super voces musicales. In the mensural
canon on p. 20 it may be useful to have the Alto and Tenor parts conducted by a member
of the choir whilst the choirmaster conducts in 3/2.

Simon Biazeck
May 2011

Cover image — ANTONELLO DA MESSINA (c. 1430-79)
Christ at the Column

c. 1476-78

Oil on wood

H.30 cm; W.21 cm



for Dr. John Rowntree and the Douai Abbey Singers

‘Missa Mundi

SIMON BIAZECK

Kyrie

(b. 1966)
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he ascended into heaven in gladness. **
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