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Shir hammatalot, A Song of Ascents.

ashrei kol y'ré adoénai, Happy is every one who fears the Lord,
hahdélékh bidrakhav. Who walks in his ways.

Y'gia* kapekha ki tékhél, When you eat the labor of your hands,
ashrekha v'tév lakh. You will be happy, and it will be well with you.
Esht'’kha k'gefen périyya, Your wife will be like a fruitful vine,
b'yark'tei veitekha, In the innermost parts of your house;
banekha kishtilei zeitim, Your children like olive shoots,

saviv I'shulhanekha. Around your table.

Hinné khikhén y'vérakh gaver, Behold, surely thus shall the man be blessed
y'ré addénai. Who fears the Lord.

Y'varekh'kha adénai mitstsiyyoén, The Lord bless you from Zion!

ur'é b'tuv y'rushalayim, May you see the good of Jerusalem

kdél y'mei hayyekha. All the days of your life!

Ur'é vanim l'vanekha, May you see your children's children!
shalém tal yisraél. Peace be upon Israel!

Shir hammat~alot, ashrei kol yv'rée addonai

Salomone Rossi
(c.1570-1628)
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Source: Hashirim Asher LiSh’lomo (The Songs of Solomon) by Rossi, printed in
1623, as transcribed and edited by Cantors Assembly of America, published by
The Jewish Theological Seminary of America, 1967. The present edition is by
John Hetland and the Renaissance Street Singers, 1990. The translation here has
been adapted from The Holy Scriptures According to the Masoretic Text, Jewish
Publication Society of America, 1955; and 7he Holy Bible, Revised Standard
Version, Nelson & Sons, 1952. The original part names are Canto, Alto, Quinto,
Tenore, Basso; we have made Tenore the first tenor and Quinto the second tenor.

Pronunciation guide: Most consonants are pronounced as in English; g is always
hard; h (other than in sh) and kh are both guttural sounds, resembling German
ch as in Buch; h is more aspirated, but those not experienced in this distinc—
tion may sing both as German ch; “ is a slight guttural sound, best omitted by
those not familiar with it. Vowels are to be given Italian values; e and o are
short as in get and bought; € and 6 are long as in where and door; apostrophe
(") is pronounced as the second e in benefit.
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Around your table.
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In mm. 41-42, we changed source alto E-C-B to E-E-D



