Ascendens Christus 1n altum
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composed by
Tomas Luis de Victoria
(1548-1611)

Edited by Justin W. Durham



Text:

Ascendens Christus in altum captivam duxit captivitatem.
Dedit dona hominibus.
Alleluia!

Ascendit Deus in jubilatione et Dominus in voce tubae.
Dedit dona hominus.
Alleluia!

Translation:

Arise, Christ on High, to lead the captives out of captivity.
Grant man's surrender.
Alleluia!

God is ascended in jubilation and the Lord to the sound of the trumpet.

Grant man's surrender.
Alleluia!

Translated by J. Durham

Editorial Considerations and Performance Suggestions

All accidentals appearing as musica ficta, as well fermati, tempo, and dynamic indications
are editorial suggestions.

Given the equal tessatura of the soprano voices, dividing the sopranos evenly will
help achieve balance. Careful consideration should be given to the text in an effort to
avoid unnatural emphasis to unstressed syllables occurring on metrically strong beats.

This motet is in two parts, leading to the assumption that it was intended to frame the
Gospel reading. The first part would have been sung prior to the reading, and the second
part (secunda pars) afterward. It is possible to perform each part as a stand-alone work.
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Secunda pars
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